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ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MONOGRAMS. 

ONOGRAMMIC ART has not heretofore enjoyed its full share of assistance 

from illustrated works. Although a number of excellent publications on this 

subject have appeared from time to time, their usefulness has been much circum¬ 

scribed by their limited range of illustration and their lack of variety. Some of 

them contain but a single specimen of each two-letter combination, and these all 

the work of a single artist; while others, somewhat more copious in examples, still labor 

under a certain monotonous uniformity of style that impairs their value for practical use. 

There is no lack of good design in the aggregate, but it is so much scattered that if a 

designer or a manufacturer wishes to avail himself of the ideas of a number of experts on the 

often very perplexing question of a monogram, he will require quite a collection of expensive 

books. 

These were the considerations that suggested the plan and scope of the present enterprise. 

It seemed feasible to collect together and merge into a single volume the best results of what 

had heretofore been achieved by the genius and industry of monogrammic artists, and to 

re-arrange the whole in a compact form, more convenient for study and reference. This plan 

has been here carried out with considerable difficulty, but with gratifying success. The 

material has been diligently gathered from various sources, and carefully compiled; and, as a 

result, the ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MONOGRAMS contains a voluminous and diversified collection 

of letter combinations, comprising altogether more than five thousand examples, and illustrating 

in great profusion the various forms of treatment characteristic of the best schools of design, 

past and present. 

These examples have all been arranged alphabetically in columns, with each series grouped 

under an appropriate head, plainly designated in Roman letters. This method is believed to 

be entirely new, and the arrangement will be found exceedingly well adapted for quick 

reference. Under many of these headings are grouped ov.er a dozen separate devices for con¬ 

structing the same monogram, varying in style from the severely simple to the more involved 

and ornate, and exhibiting the work of different artists contrasted side by side—a feature in a 

work of design that every designer knows so well how to appreciate. A collection of crowns 

and coronets, and a number of ancient and modern alphabets, are given in the final plates; 

and throughout the work will be found numerous quaint and beautiful specimens of orna¬ 

mental lettering. 

The function of a work of monogrammic aft is twofold: either to supply a design suitable 

for a given purpose and available for use as it Stands, or to supply a good suggestion and 

starting-point for a new design. With these facts in view, the publisher has aimed to render the 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA as valuable as possible in the first-mentioned capacity, by giving an abundance 

of good designs that may be turned to account without need of modification. Nevertheless, a new 

design is sometimes indispensable, or an old one must be modified to adapt it to some special 

purpose; and, in such an emergency, it is scarcely necessary to point out how much more 

rapidly a tasteful and elegant result can be reached with the aid of a profusion of good ideas 

at hand for suggestion. Whether the combination is to be of two or of several letters, it is 

equally important to have a starting-point; and with such a help a good monogram of three 



or more letters Is often more easily executed than one of two, on account of the greater 

variety of feature and greater facility for balancing the design. No attempt has been made in 

this work to give a complete series of three and four letter combinations, for such a series of 

even one example of each would exceed all reasonable limits—would fill a volume itself; still, 

the Encyclopedia will be found much more copious in this respect than any previous publi¬ 

cation. Several hundred examples are given, embracing a great number of ingenious and 

interesting schemes for combining three or more letters, which will be found equally available 

for other and different combinations. The framework, or motif, of one design can often be 

made to do duty for a dozen or more of separate monograms. Sometimes it may be prefer¬ 

able to choose a two-letter monogram for a foundation, and encircle it with a third, or append 

or superimpose one letter or more, as the case may be. A surprising improvement in the 

general effect will often ensue from this kind of manipulation, the additional letter or letters 

imparting to the design a certain requisite symmetry and balance so often lacking, of necessity, 

in bi-literal combinations. 

The monogram offers facilities for so many different methods of combining the same letters, 

that no two of any given ten or twenty individuals need have the same device. It is capable 

of great diversity of treatment, and almost endless variations may be evolved by a creative 

imagination. And as its purposes and uses are exceedingly varied and multiform, so the 

design itself should vary in character. For some uses the intention of the device should 

be conspicuous and obvious, and its component letters readily distinguishable at first sight. 

In other cases it is more tasteful and appropriate, by superimposing or interlacing the letters, 

or other means, to slightly veil, as it were, the meaning of the composition, and to aim at a 

certain ornamental construction whose component parts shall be less distinct and obvious to 

the eye. Many of the examples given in the ENCYCLOPEDIA are purposely so constructed as 

to admit of two or more readings. There is a piquancy derived from this feature, and an 

enigmatical character that has its peculiar merits. Due discrimination should be exercised in 

determining just how readily a monogram for a given purpose should be decipherable without 

a previous knowledge of its purport. 

But, however constructed, and for whatever purpose, the composition should be framed with 

due regard to unity and harmony of effect. A simple idea charms, even in the most elaborately 

constructed monogram. Whether the device be set forth in interlacing foliage or geometric 

forms, united with mazy, flowing lines ; in delicate idealism or bold simplicity ; with lettering 

caught up in flowery toils or convoluted scrolls, or half revealed, as it were, amid a profusion 

of ornamental accessories,—all pleasing effects obtained are referable to some expression of 

the laws of harmony and contrast. 

The labor of collecting and compiling such a multitude of examples has been serious and 

protracted ; but the result is unquestionably the most complete and comprehensive work on this 

branch of design ever offered to the public ; and the publisher indulges the hope that it will 

prove successful in facilitating the labors of many others over the constantly recurring problem 

of the Monogram. 

I5P It will be observed by an inspection of. the plates that throughout the two-letter series 

there are tzvo groups of examples for each pair of letters,— one for the direct arrangement, and 

another for the reverse. For instance, one for A-B, and another for B-A. In each group some 

examples are likely to be found that would serve equally well for a monogram of the same letters 

reversed, especially where these are interlaced or superimposed, and susceptible of two readings. 

Therefore, reference to both groups is recommended for examples of any required monogram. 
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